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establishing children
who feel safe, confident
and supported

What qualities are important
for a teacher in the first few
weeks?
Definitely patience. The teacher
needs to generate a sense of
calm and trust to create a

welcoming and inclusive
environment in the classroom,
notjust for the children but for
their families also. A teacher
also needs to be sensitive to
each child's needs and honest
with parents to build up trust.

How important is the firct
week of school?
The fìrst week is extremely
crucial in establishing children
who feel safe, confident and
supported. Starting school is a

major life transition for children
and their families and the f¡rst
week is a time to develop
collaborative partnerships. lt's a
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CREATIVITY: Ngaire Ritchie with students.

NGAIRE RITCHIE
Age:57
Role: Reception teacher
School: East Torrens Primary
Number of years teaching: 37

ìflhat'sspecial abor¡t
teaching the youngest
students in a school?
Children come from preschool
with no preconeeived idea of
what school is. They are excited
and curious and are enthusiastic
to learn, they,are open to
discovery and their creativity is

not diminished. Put all this
together and it makes for a fun
learning environment.

time to foster engagementi
names are learnt, places are
learnt and school expectations
are introduced.

What is an activity you do
that makes children feel safe
in the big school?
During the fìrst week of school,
I introduce the children to other
teachers and classes and we
have an orientation walk
around the school to show
them around. ln our first week,
we focus on school values and
social skills from R-7, and we
spend time gettingto know
each other.

Do you run a play program
with the students?
I have a morning play program.
When the children enter the
classroom, they can choose
from a variety of equipment
and play areas, and their
parents are welcome to come in
and spend time with their child.

Why is play important in the
school day?
I believe play is extremely
important in the school day for
all children, and for Reception
children it provides for a much
gentler and smooth transition
from preschool, particularly for
four year olds. Play in the
classroom also helps form
friendships among the children;
it gives them an understanding
of others and the ability to
accept differences.
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THESE four robotic
enthusiasts from Prince Alfred
College are primed and ready
to compete against senior
secondary students in the
SUBS in Schools national
competition starting in
Adelaide today.

The large-scale remotely-
operated vehicle (ROV) that
they built will be tested in a
large swimming pool for going
backwards, forwards, turning
left or right, up and down. The
ROV must be neutrally
buoyant and be able to
transmit live images to the
surface via a camera, and to
retrieve objects.

Over the next three days,
South Australian teams and
one school from NSW will
compete at PAC, shon'ing
their project portfolio, the
scale model and taking part in
an eight-minute presentation.

Each vehicle has to show
the judges its ability to dive,
manoeuvre and carry out set
tasks within time constraints.

Each ROV has to meet a
number of design limitations
set by the rules, be remotely
operated and be able to
communicate with the driver,
or (captain, who willbe on
land.

Year 5 student Eric was a

key force behind the building
of a ROV - an underwater
robot.

He recruited fellow
students Jake, ll, Mason, 12,

and Griffìn, 12, to form the

Triton ROV team. The boys
have worked together mostly
in their own time, raisêd $1500
and received funding, parts or
advice from 14 sponsors.

Mason, the team's
marketing manager, is
confident the team has a good
chance as any other.

"We just thought we'd give
it a shot," he said. "It was

mainly for the leaming
experience it would offer.

"It's all about making
something from scratch and
for the excitement, relief and
proudness at the end."

Other schools competing
are l.e Fewe High, St Peters
Girls, Marcellin Technical
College, Cardijn College,
Brighton Secondary, The

Heights and Carlingford High
in NSW. SUBS in School is an
initiative of Re-Engineering
Australia Foundation,
organised with the Defence
Department. Engineers
Australia's SA president Niki
Robinson said SA was a huge
supporter of the competition
and local students were
excited to be hosting the event.

before having a barbecue tea.
' Ten-year-old Georgia says
ofthe event on the ovat "I love
how grandparents, aunties,
uncles, cousins and friends
come to watch. It's a really nice
feeling and makes me feel
proud to be part of this school."

MAKING A SPLASH: Prince Alfred College students Jake, 11, Eric. 11, Mason. 12. and Griffin
12. with their remotely-operated vehicle. Picture: STEPHEN LAFFER

Festive showcase wo\Ms district

COUNTING DOWN: Elouise,
of Year 2, Georgia (Year 4),
and Brodie (Year 2).

KADINA Memorial School
students are counting down to
next week for the end-of-year
celebration - R-6 Showcase,

The 480 Reception to Year
6 students willpresent their
end-of-year songs to the
community twilight event

attended by parents,
grandparents and friends.

The old-fashioned event
often has the farming parents
stop their headers, trucks and
pick-up bins in the middle of
harvest to watch their children
and grandchildren perform


